
Dreams and Hopes. These two words 
have been in the spirit of African-
Americans from the very fi rst day that 
they were stolen away and brought to 
America. The hope and dream then was 
freedom. After the thirteenth amendment 
emancipated blacks, the dream and hope 
became to fi nd a better quality of life. 
Some of them felt that this was in the 
South through sharecropping. Others 
felt that this was in the North in the 
steel mills. However, African-Americans 
began to see that “just working” was 
not the key so they developed their 
dreams and hopes through education. 
This became the springboard through 
which African-Americans saw that their 
hopes and dreams would thrive. Booker 
T. Washington, W.E.B. Dubois, and 
Mary McLeod Bethune played a pivotal 
role in creating this mindset. The Civil 
Rights Movement showed blacks that 
their dreams were still being deferred. 
There were beatings, lynchings, and 
separatism. The Kerner Report said it 
best, “America has two nations, one 
black and one white, separate and 
unequal.” However, on August 28, 
1963, a turning point took place, Dr. 
King delivered his “I Have A Dream” 
speech. This forced the country to take 
a look at its moral and value system. It 
forced America to examine the long-term 
effects of what would happen if they 
perpetuated racism. Blacks were given 
some opportunities that strengthened 
their hopes. Affi rmative Action enabled 
African-Americans to get into companies 
they would not have been able to due to 
discrimination. African-Americans were 
able to get into some good educational 
institutions. But….

Is the dream still being deferred? In 
recent years, it seems that all the 

successes achieved some short forty 
years ago, are slowly but gradually 
dissipating. Affi rmative Action is 
being eliminated. Racial violence has 
increased. There are still problems 
among the races.

Despite these recent obstacles, African-
Americans continue to draw upon 
the wisdom of the ancestors. We are 
strong people and we can endure. 
We are people who never give up and 
manage to keep hope alive. As a result, 
we see African-Americans achieving 
on all levels. We are gaining on the 
political level with bright rays of hope 
such as Maxine Waters and Shelia 
Jackson Lee. We are entrepreneurs like 
Earl Graves, Joe Dudley and Reginald 
Lewis. We are neurosurgeons like Ben 
Carson. We are motivational speakers 
like Les Brown, Susan Taylor, and 
Iyanla Vanzant. We are scholars such 
as Cornel West and Ivan Van Sertima. 
We are astronauts like Mae Jemison 
and Ronald McNair. We are excelling in 
sports through Michael Jordan, Venus 
and Serena Williams. We are movie 
producers, actors, and actresses like 
Spike Lee, Denzel Washington and 
Angela Bassett. We are singers like 
CeCe Winans and Stevie Wonder. All of 
these successes because our ancestors 
had dreams and hopes. They suffered 
unbelievable pain and humiliation so 
that we could be who we are today. 
This is how African-Americans continue 
to keep hope and accomplish dreams. 
It all started with the dreams and hopes 
of a people who never refused to give 
up, therefore, enabling us to achieve 
the “Impossible Dreams.”

©2002, Carolyn Mattocks


